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Summary 
March 19, 2009 
6:00pm-8:00pm 
Bloomsburg Fire Hall 
 

The open house opened at 6pm. Michelle Brummer, project 
manager for Gannett Fleming, Inc., provided an overview of 
the comprehensive plan’s preparation, content and structure 
at 6pm, 6:45pm and 7:15pm. Attendees then visited the seven 
“stations”, hosted by planning advisory committee members, 
to learn about the draft comprehensive plan and vote their 
support or non-support for the select recommendations 
presented at each station.  

A total of 53 people, including the planning advisory 
committee, attended the open house. The results of voting are 
presented on the following pages.  

1. Vision and Goals – hosted by Mayor Daniel Knorr  
This station presented the draft vision statement for the Town of Bloomsburg and nine community 
development goals. 

2.  Bloomsburg as Place – hosted by Joshua Green 
and Sylvia Costa 
This station presented the draft future land use map 
and recommendations related to the Town’s location, 
land uses, and infrastructure. 

3.  Living in Bloomsburg – hosted by Bill Brobst  
This station presented the 2008 land use map and 
rental housing map, and recommendations related to 
housing choices, neighborhoods, e.g. walkability, and 
community services, e.g. public safety. 

4. Working in Bloomsburg – hosted by Megan 
Hummel 
This station presented a map of land uses in the downtown, and recommendations related to business 
vitality and growth, business assistance, and workforce training. 

5. Lifelong Learning in Bloomsburg – hosted by Michelle Brummer 
This station presented recommendations related to the promotion and partnerships among education and 
enrichment organizations. 

6. Relaxing in and Visiting Bloomsburg – hosted by Carey Howell 
This station presented recommendations related to the Town Park, the fairgrounds, the airport, signage, 
and tourism. 

7. The 2008/2009 Downtown Parking Study – hosted by McTish, Kunkel & Associates 
This station presented recommendations related to the concurrent parking study. 

 

Continued 
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An exit survey provided an opportunity for attendees to express additional support for recommendations or to 
comment on issues missed by the plan (as presented). Comments included: 

·  Still need to address student parking in residential neighborhoods 

·  More internal communication among volunteer commissions/committees and staff. 

·  Add a dog park (this is one of the Town Park Master Plan components) 

·  Address the timing of pedestrian crosswalks 

·  Protect quiet neighborhoods from student housing and from pre-dawn garbage pick-up 

·  Expand sidewalks and walking/biking paths for recreation and for daily transportation 

o To in Town destinations, e.g. 5th Street Hollow to grocery stores 

o To adjacent communities, Scott Township, Hemlock Township, etc. 

·  Keep the composting site local and accessible 

·  Integrate the arts and culture into the plan 

·  Buy women’s center and adjoining property for office expansion 

·  Encourage partnership between Bloomsburg Area 
School District and the University 

·  Protect wetlands and open space 

·  Expand our urban forest and green space; replace street 
trees 

·  Bury overhead wires as streets are paved/improved 

·  Publish information online; use print selectively 

·  Take steps to reduce energy use and light pollution, e.g. 
street lights 

·  Improve street maintenance, curb/sidewalk 
maintenance, street tree pruning/maintenance 

·  Create transit in town and between Berwick, Bloomsburg, and Danville (and Catawissa?) 

·  Improve maintenance/code enforcement of property maintenance, esp. rentals 

·  Designate periodic community clean-up days 

·  Protect the integrity of the historic district 
 
The planning advisory committee will review the results and comments of the open house at its next meeting. 
With the committee’s approval, the draft comprehensive plan will be forwarded to the Bloomsburg Planning 
Commission for its review and preparation for its public meeting to be held this spring. 


